
The Eastern PA ISEE welcomes 
requests for topics, and invites 
readers’ letters and other 
contributions that relate to 
drilling, blasting, seismology and 
explosives engineering.

Executive Committee
Ron Eichler, President 
865-469-7315
Dave Harrison, Vice President 
724-449-6250 
Scott Mueller, Treasurer 
215-518-9833	
Kristin Klemish, Secretary 
570-455-5861

Board of Directors
Ron Eichler	     865-469-7315
Dave Harrison       724-449-6250
Michael Hoover    570-966-7312
Ethan Huff             570-455-5861
Danny Ray Leach  717-574-4024 
Justin Smith           610-926-7070 
Doug Rudenko 	    570-455-5861 
Matt Tomlin	     610-965-2444
Kirk Whitaker       814-571-2484
Kristin Klemish     570-455-5861

Regulatory Committee

Program Committee
Danny Ray Leach

Training Committee
Dave Harrison 

Membership Committee
Doug Rudenko

Newsletter Editor/Webmaster
Kristin Klemish

ead LinesL
Eastern Pennsylvania Chapter

International Society of Explosives Engineers             
www.easternpaisee.com

 
Volume 33 Number 3		  Summer 2026

 

Thursday, July 30, 2026   Wyndham Garden State College
310 Elks Club Road, Boalsburg, PA 16827   8:00am - 5:00pm  

 
(Registration begins at 7:00am)

Registration includes the training, lunch and two breaks

This training has been approved by the Pennsylvania DEP to  
satisfy the 8-hour continuing education credits required for license renewal.

 

2026 Blasters’ Training

To register and sponsor the training, please visit  
http://www.easternpaisee.com/attendee-registration/

Early Bird 
Pricing

by July 15th

$150

$185

Regular
Pricing

after July 15th

$190

$225

Membership 
Type

Eastern PA Chapter Members

Non-Members
(registration includes  

2026 Eastern PA Chapter  
Membership)
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Letter from The President
Dear Members, 

June was National Safety Month! As we sail through the summer into 
July, please remember safety is a year-round commitment. 

At the end of July, we will host, along with the Mid-Atlantic Chapter, 
a 2026 Blasters’ Training. Are you in need of blasters license hours 
or want to stay up to date on best practices in our industry? Then 
don’t miss the 2026 Blasters’ Training on July 30 at the Wyndham 
Garden State College in Boalsburg, PA. Our exciting speaker line up 
is featured on page 4 and a link to registration is available on page 3. 
We hope you can join us!

Another exciting event that is quickly approaching is our Clay 
Shoot & BBQ. This year’s event is our tenth annual Clay Shoot & 
BBQ. We know many members look forward to this event each 
year. Registration is open and station sponsorship opportunities are 
available.

Finally, our Chapter is looking for a new 
Regulatory Chair. If you are interested or need 
more information about the position, please 
contact me.

Best regards,

Ron Eichler

Our Chapter Mission Statement
 

Maintain and promote the highest competency standards,  
safety, and education for drilling, blasting, seismology and 

explosives engineer professionals.

EXPLOSIVES 

INSURANCE

BY

www.jmmillerinc.com

email:  jmiller@jmmillerinc.com

cell:  724-388-7505

J.M. Miller, Inc.

I n su rance  So lu t i ons

James M. Miller
J.M. Miller, Inc.

www.jmmillerinc.com

301 Airport Road
Indiana, PA 15701

(724) 349-8850 phone
(724) 349-8852 fax
(724) 388-7505 cell

jmiller@jmmillerinc.com
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2026 Blasters Training Set for July 30th
The Eastern Pennsylvania & Mid-Atlantic ISEE Chapters will host a 2026 Blasters’ 
Training on Thursday, July 30, 2026 at the Wyndham Garden State College, located at 
310 Elks Club Road, Boalsburg, PA 16827. 
 
Registration begins at 7:00am and the 
training will run from 8:00am – 5:00pm. 
Registration includes the training, lunch 
and breaks.

Register Today! 
Early Bird Pricing (Now until July 15) 
$150 for Eastern PA Chapter Members 
$185 for Non-Members (registration 
includes 2026 Eastern PA Chapter 
Membership) 
 
Registration after July 15th 
$190 for Eastern PA Chapter Members 
$225 for Non-Members (registration includes 2026 Eastern PA Chapter Membership)

Discount room rates are available at the Wyndham Garden State College located at 
310 Elks Club Road, Boalsburg, PA 16827. Please call 814-466-2255 and reference the 
Eastern PA ISEE room block (Group code: 07306EAS) to get the reduced room rate of 
$119.00 plus state and local occupancy tax.

Thank You to Our Sponsors

Austin Powder Company
Buffalo Creek Explosives
Dimension Supply, Inc.
East West Drilling, Inc.

International Society of Explosives Engineers
Maurer & Scott

Vibra-Tech Engineers, Inc.
Wampum Hardware Co.
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Sponsorship opportunities are available for the 2026 Blasters’ Training. 
All of our sponsors will be acknowledged via signage at registration 

and during the training program. Deadline to sponsor is July 23, 2026.
http://www.easternpaisee.com/attendee-registration/
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Blasters’ Training Sponsorship

Electrification, digitalization and automation are fundamentally transforming the mining 
and construction industry. But what many forget is the fourth aspect: the people 
behind the innovations. Because only new ideas can speed up the shift toward a more 
sustainable mining and construction industry. We at Epiroc accelerate this transformation.

See how we accelerate 
the transformation

844-437-4762    epiroc.us

Most people say that three things are 
transforming our industry. I say it’s four.
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L E H I G H  V A L L E Y ' S  
P R E M I E R  D R I L L I N G  A N D  B L A S T I N G  C O M P A N Y

American Rock Mechanics, LLC

610-965-2444

www.amroc.us

“All clear” is more than a sign before detonation, 
it’s the end result of planning, communication and 
teamwork. This article explores the steps required 
to secure a Blast Area and make informed go/
no-go decisions, reinforcing that safety is a 
commitment that extends far beyond Safety 
Month.

Before any blast can proceed, one question needs 
to be answered:

All Clear? The Last Step Before Detonation 
Reprinted from the International Society of Explosives Engineers Website

Posted on June 23, 2026

Continued on page 7
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Ed Ciocco
Account Manager 

eciocco@iexpsco.com
484.614.9313

Mark Proctor
Account Manager 

mproctor@iexpsco.com
315.430.4683

2700 W. Center Street • Tremont, PA 17981

Is the area truly “all clear”?

It is a phrase heard across job sites every day, but behind those two words is one of the
most important responsibilities in blasting. Reaching “all clear” does not happen by
chance. It requires planning, communication, and the commitment of everyone involved.

At ISEE, Safety Month is an opportunity to highlight the practices that keep people safe.
But safety is not something we focus on for just one month each year. It is a year-round
commitment that supports our mission to enhance the safety, science, skill and benefi ts of
explosives engineering, worldwide.

Th e path to “all clear” begins long before the fi rst hole is loaded. Blast crews and
operations personnel review the Blast Area Security Plan to confi rm:

Expected blast time
Blast Area and site dimensions
Access control responsibilities and who is guarding entry points
 Communication protocols leading up to detonation
 Th is early coordination ensures 

               everyone understands where and 
               when the blast will occur, and how
               the Blast Area will be secured and 
               controlled.

All Clear Continued

Continued on page 12
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HCR1100-ED

Meeting the equipment needs 
of the mining and construction 
industries in Pennsylvania.

HCR1100-ED  HCR1100-ER  HCRL90  HCRL110  DCRL130 DTH
Furukawa Rock Drills provide the ultimate combination of performance and economy. Built tough, our Top Hammer, DTH and 
Pneumatic Drills are equipped with features that maximize efficiency to assure high-performance at a low operating cost.
To learn more, visit us online at www.FRDUSA.com or call 800.527.2282.

Tony Morell
Eastern PA Sales Rep
570.780.9325

Contact EAST WEST Drilling for information on FRD drills:

HCR1100-ER HCRL90 HCRL110 

HCR1100-ER

HCRL90

HCRL110

DCRL130
DOWN-THE-HOLE

Robert Blankenship
Western PA, OH, MD, 
Northern VA and D.C. 
Sales Rep
570.217.6550

Michael Hoover CEO
570.452.1984

Eastern Pennsylvania Chapter Clay Shoot & BBQ
On Friday, November 13th the Eastern Pennsylvania Chapter will host it’s tenth annual 
Clay Shoot and BBQ. Join us for a BBQ lunch followed by a 1pm start at the Lehigh Valley 
Sporting Clays course in Coplay, PA.

Th e event is FREE for members. Non-members will be charged $35 for a Chapter 
Membership. Registration includes a BBQ lunch, 8 station course with 50 rounds, 
and friendly competition. Ear protection is provided. You are encouraged to bring eye 
protection or purchase glasses for $10.00. Prizes will be awarded for the top three shooters 
as well as Lewis class shooter placements.  We will also be raffl  ing off  a shotgun.

To register please complete the form at https://www.easternpaisee.com/clay-shoot-bbq-
registration/ or on page 9. We also have station sponsorship opportunities available.  



Friday, November 13, 2026
FREE for Members

$35 for Non-Members
11:30am - 5:30pm

Lehigh Valley Sporting Clays 
	 2750 Limestone St., Coplay, PA 

 

Name______________________________________________________________
 
Company____________________________________________________________
 
Address_____________________________________________________________
 
Phone______________________________ Fax_____________________________
 
Email ______________________________________________________________

 
Deadline to register is Friday, November 6, 2026

Your registration includes a BBQ lunch, 8 station course with 50 rounds and a  
golf cart per team of 4.  Ear protection is provided.  You are encouraged to bring  

eye protection or purchase glasses for $10.00.   
You can bring your own gun and ammo (7.5-9 lead shot only).   

Prizes will be awarded!

The event is FREE for Members.   
Non-Members will be charged $35 for a Chapter Membership.   

Non-members - please complete the membership form on page 20 and this registration form to sign-up. 

Send to: 				    Eastern PA Chapter I.S.E.E.
					     Attn: Scott Mueller
					     PO Box 94, Souderton, PA 18964
					     smueller@bluestonedrilling.com

Eastern Pennsylvania Chapter Clay Shoot & BBQ 



Sponsorship Commitment Form

Contact Person _____________________________________________________________________________

Company__________________________________________________________________________________

Address____________________________________________________________________________________

Phone ___________________________________ Email ___________________________________________

��������������������������������������
��������������
�����
	�����������������
��������
������������������

Clay Shoot Station Sponsor for $250

Your company logo will appear on station sign

Eastern Pennsylvania Chapter Clay Shoot & BBQ 



You can’t manage
what you don’t measure.

GeoSonics/Vibra-Tech provides expert monitoring and consulting services to help 
mitigate risk.   Our Re:mote Monitoring Technology continuously collects and posts to 
a customized website, while keeping personnel notifi ed through email and text alerts, 
so your data is always at your fi ngertips.

geosonicsvibratech.com

VIBRATION     GEOTECHNICAL     NOISE     DUST     ENVIRONMENTAL
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All Clear Continued
As loading progresses, communication remains critical. Th e blaster-in-charge must be
informed of any conditions that could aff ect the blast, including:

Holes drilled too short or too deep
Incorrect explosive loading
Stemming inconsistencies
Connection or tie-in problems

Th ese issues, when communicated in real time, allow the blaster to either mitigate the
problem or determine if blast timing or Blast Area boundaries need to be adjusted.

Northeast Service Center - Harrisburg, pa
717-287-4910

Innovating Locally, Leading Globally

Jim Crawford 
Northeast US Account Manager 

717-975-7195

Here to Support All of your drilling needs

Now offering 
direct service to 

the Northeast US

Continued on page 15
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Explosives
Insurance
Unmatched service and support. 
No extra charge.

For more than 25 years, we have 
developed unparalleled expertise in 
managing catastrophic financial loss and 
meeting the insurance needs of the 
explosives industry.  We offer a 
comprehensive suite of services and the 
very best insurance products available.

MarshMMA.com

• General Liability
• Automobile 

Liability
• Umbrella Liability
• Property
• Contractor’s 

Equipment 

• Pollution Liability
• Professional 

Liability
• Surety Bonds, 

Fiduciary & Crime
• Cyber Liability
• Aviation

AGA, a Marsh & McLennan Agency LLC Company

Fred Bangs
Group Leader

Colt Fields
Advsior

Jana Kostantewicz
Advisor

Billy Bangs
Advisor

Debbie Terry, Account Executive
Natasha Davis, Account Executive
Melinda Trevino, Account Executive
Kathy Dixon, Account Executive

Gail Spray, Account Executive
Jackie Slan, Account Executive
Fred Achala, Claims Advocate
Michael Crusco, Env. Specialist

Explosives

Th e Eastern PA Chapter ISEE hosted a Member 
Appreciation event at the Lehigh Valley Iron Pigs 
baseball game on Th ursday, May 7, 2027.  Th e 
group of 14 attendees sat along the third baseline in 
the picnic area and enjoyed hamburgers, hotdogs, 
BBQ and some cold beer.  Everyone in attendance 
received an Iron Pigs can cooler.

Member Appreciation 
Baseball Game 
Held May 7th



BREAKING GROUND, BUILDING THE FUTURE.
YOUR EXPERT PARTNER IN DRILLING AND BLASTING

Full service drilling & blasting
company specializing in:

• Quarries
• Site Development
• Road Construction
• Coal
• Seismic
• Bulk AN Sales and Delivery

For more information, contact:

Jerry Brumbaugh
President 

814-381-5302

gsboperations@outlook.com

WE’RE HIRING!
Laborers, CDL Drivers,

and Blasters

LOCATIONS:

Somerset, PA &
Clearfield, PA
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All Clear Continued
Then comes the final check.

Before detonation, a go/no-go decision is made to confirm whether it is truly safe to
proceed. The blast should only fire when there is confidence that the Blast Area is secure,
all personnel are accounted for, and conditions are acceptable. If unresolved concerns
remain, escalation to supervisors or managers is essential, and it is always better to delay
than to fire under unsafe conditions.

Even when everything has gone to plan, maintaining a sufficiently sized and completely
evacuated Blast Area remains critical. It accounts for unknowns such as geological
variability and ensures everyone remains out of harm’s way.

Because “all clear” is more than a signal.

It is the result of careful planning, clear communication, and a shared commitment to
protecting people.

Every blast. Every shift. Every day.
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NSSGA Celebrates 70th Anniversary of 
Interstate System 

Reprinted from the NSSGA News, June 29, 2026

ALEXANDRIA, VA. – National Stone, Sand & Gravel Association’s President and CEO 
Michele Stanley issued the following statement on the 70th anniversary of the Interstate 
Highway System.
 
“Today marks the 70th anniversary of the Interstate Highway System and the passage of 
the National Interstate and Defense Highways Act, which was signed into law by President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower. This historic investment in our nation’s highways transformed 
our country, connected communities and powered commerce, laying the foundation for 
the prosperous nation we are today. NSSGA members proudly play an essential role in 
building and maintaining over 47,000 miles of interstate by supplying the 38,000 tons of 
aggregates material required to construct every mile of four-lane highway. Their work 
helps ensure safe, durable roads that 
support the nation’s transportation and 
economic needs.
 
“Now we must look to the future to 
modernize and strengthen this system. 
This milestone anniversary, along with 
America’s 250th Birthday, serves as a 
reminder of the critical need to pass 
a multi-year surface transportation 
reauthorization bill this year. We urge the 
House of Representatives to consider and 
pass the BUILD America 250 Act, and the 
Senate to also take up legislation, to secure 
the future of our interstate legacy.”

CENTER ROCK
We  Make Rock Disappear

Phone:  814.267.7100          centerrock.com

815 Reading Road
PO Box 615

Bowmansville, PA 17507

717-445-8448 P 
717-445-7789 F
717-327-1838 M

adipaul@trinitydrillingandblasting.com
www.trinitydrillingandblasting.com

Adam DiPaul
Drilling & Blasting Manager



4766 Grantswood Rd Suite 100
Irondale, Alabama 35210

1205-592-2488
www.nomis.com

sales@nomis.com

RECOGNIZED WORLDWIDE AS A LEADING 
MANUFACTURER OF SEISMOGRAPH EQUIPMENT 

Our equipment allows you to monitor ground vibrations and air over -pressure 
with ease and accuracy. They can be used for most vibration and sound moni-

toring activities. This includes blasting operations, pile driving operations, 
construction equipment activity, environmental activity, ambient levels, and 
any other operation where a permanent record is needed. Our complete line 

of seismographs meets or exceeds ISEE standards

CONTACT US TODAY FOR YOUR SEISMOGRAPH NEEDS
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Matthew Walker
Sales Representative

T. 705.897.4971
F. 705.897.4565
M. 705.665.4379
E. mattwalker@bmemc.ca

2736 Belisle Drive,
Val Caron, ON  P3N 1B3

It’s Time to 
Renew Your Membership

If you didn’t receive your renewal invoice 
via email, please complete and send in the 

renewal form on page 20.
Th ank you!



TRUSTED TECHNOLOGY. 
UNMATCHED EXPERTISE. 
EXPLOSIVE RESULTS.

Our focus goes beyond the bench with 
solutions to meet your goals and optimize 
your total cost of operations.

Our expertise goes beyond the bench

with a mindset focused on outcome-based 

fragmentation. Together, we can help you 

maximize your return on investment through 

solutions that reduce your total cost of 

operations while increasing your productivity.

dynonobel.com

Scan to connect with your 
local Account Representative
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2026 NEW MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
OR MEMBER RENEWAL FORM

Name (Please Print)________________________________________________   Date____________________

Company Name____________________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address____________________________________________________________________________

City_________________________________________  State_____________________  Zip________________

Home Phone__________________________________  Work Phone__________________________________ 

Email Address______________________________________________________________________________

List Blaster Licenses Held____________________________  Are you a member of the I.S.E.E.?_____________

Please select your membership type:
   	 Individual - Chapter dues are $35.00 per year.  
	 Deluxe Corporate Membership - Dues are $255.00 for up to 10 members plus a 1/2 page ad in the  
	 quarterly newsletter ($180 value). Please list name, email address and ISEE status for all members.
	 Corporate Membership - Dues are $155.00 for up to 5 members plus a business card ad in the quarterly 		
	 newsletter ($60 value). Please list name, email address and ISEE status for all members.
	 ____________________________________________________________________________________
	 ____________________________________________________________________________________
	 ____________________________________________________________________________________
	 ____________________________________________________________________________________

I agree to comply with the Constitution, By-Laws and Regulations of the Chapter.
					   
____________________________________________
Signature of Applicant

Payment can be made by credit card or check.  Please select your payment option. 

	 Credit Card - Visit the Chapter website to pay online (http://www.easternpaisee.com/membership/) 
                                      or contact Scott Mueller to pay over the phone.   
	 Check - Please make checks payable to Eastern PA Chapter I.S.E.E.
			         Send to: 	 Scott Mueller
					     PO Box 94, Souderton, PA 18964 
					     smueller@bluestonedrilling.com
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Advertising 2026
Place your Ad!

Name__________________________________________________Date ______________________________ 

 
Company__________________________________________________________________________________

 
Address____________________________________________________________________________________

 
Day Phone___________________________________ Fax__________________________________________

 
Ad Size__________________________________________ No. Of Issues_____________________________

 
Check enclosed in the amount of $________________________________

Payment can be made by credit card or check.  Please select your payment option. 

           Credit Card - Visit the Chapter website to pay online (http://www.easternpaisee.com/advertise-with-us/) 
                                      or contact Scott Mueller to pay over the phone.   
	 Check - Please make checks payable to Eastern PA Chapter I.S.E.E.
			   Send to: 	 Scott Mueller
					     PO Box 94, Souderton, PA 18964
					     smueller@bluestonedrilling.com	 			 

Full Page (1 Issue)		       $100.00
1/2 Page (1 Issue) 		         $70.00 
1/4 Page (1 Issue)                   $40.00 
Business Card (1 Issue)        $20.00

Full Page (4 Issues)	       $300.00 
1/2 Page (4 Issues)		       $180.00
1/4 Page (4 Issues)                 $110.00


