
The Eastern PA ISEE welcomes 
requests for topics, and invites 
readers’ letters and other 
contributions that relate to 
drilling, blasting, seismology and 
explosives engineering.
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Chris Balshi	     610-282-8900
Ron Eichler	     865-469-7315 
Don Haney            570-729-0405
Dave Harrison       724-449-6250
Danny Ray Leach  717-574-4024 
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May Chapter Meeting

Thursday, May 25, 2023

Copperhead Grille
5737 Route 378

Bethlehem, Pa 18015

5:30 - 8:00pm

Guest Speaker  
 

Christopher D Catalano
Chief, Explosives and Safety Section 

Department of Environmental Protection
  

The cost is $30.00 per person.  

Please RSVP to Dan Leach  
717.574.4024 or danleach58@gmail.com 
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Letter from The President

Dear Members,

Our May Chapter Meeting is three weeks away! We are excited to 
come together as a Chapter at the Copperhead Grille in Allentown 
on Thursday, May 25th. Please remember to RSVP to Danny Ray 
Leach. And if you want to get involved in a Chapter leadership role, please let me know. 

In June we will be hosting an 8-hour Blasters’ Training course at the Blair County 
Convention Center. Registration is online for those who want to attend and sponsor the 
event. This course is to satisfy those needing credits for their renewal. The PA Drilling and 
Blasting Conference will taking place on November 16 & 17 in State College in the 2-day 
format featuring sponsorship and exhibit opportunities. Stay tuned for more information on 
that upcoming conference!

Best regards,

Scott
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The Eastern PA Chapter ISEE will host a membership meeting  on Thursday, May 25th at the 
Copperhead Grille, located at 5737 Route 378, Bethlehem, Pa 18015.

Our guest speaker is Christopher D Catalano, Chief of Explosives and Safety Section at the Department 
of Environmental Protection. He will give a presentation titled, “Building Better Permits”. Following his 
presentation, Steven Shivak, Executive Director of the International Society of Explosives Engineers will 
also speak.

After our guest speakers, we will hold a Chapter Meeting for our membership. We will be voting on 
Chapter leadership at this meeting. If you or someone in your organization is interested in getting 
involved, please contact Scott Mueller at 215-518-9833 or via email at smueller@bluestonedrilling.com. 

Registration will begin at 5:30pm, followed by dinner, our guest speakers and the general meeting. The 
cost is $30 per member and includes dinner. Please RSVP to Danny Ray Leach at 717-574-4024 or via 
email at danleach58@gmail.com by Friday, May 19th.

May Meeting Set for May 25th

HCR1100-ED

Meeting the equipment needs 
of the mining and construction 
industries in Pennsylvania.

HCR1100-ED  HCR1100-ER  HCRL90  HCRL110  DCRL130 DTH
Furukawa Rock Drills provide the ultimate combination of performance and economy. Built tough, our Top Hammer, DTH and 
Pneumatic Drills are equipped with features that maximize efficiency to assure high-performance at a low operating cost.
To learn more, visit us online at www.FRDUSA.com or call 800.527.2282.

Tony Morell 
Eastern PA Sales Rep 
570.780.9325 

Contact EAST WEST Drilling for information on FRD drills:

HCR1100-ER

HCRL90

HCRL110

DCRL130
DOWN-THE-HOLE

Robert Blankenship 
Western PA, OH, MD, 
Northern VA and D.C. 
Sales Rep
570.217.6550

Michael Hoover CEO
570.452.1984
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Thursday, June 22, 2023 
 

Blair County Convention Center 
1 Convention Center Drive, Altoona, PA 16602 

 
8:00am - 5:00pm  

(Registration begins at 7:00am)

Registration includes the training, lunch and two breaks

This training has been approved by the Pennsylvania DEP to  
satisfy the 8-hour continuing education credits required for license renewal.

2023 
Blasters’ 
Training

To register and sponsor the training, please visit  
http://www.easternpaisee.com/attendee-registration/

Early Bird 
Pricing

by June 7th

$150

$185

Regular
Pricing

on June 8th

$190

$225

Membership 
Type

Eastern PA Chapter Members

Non-Members
(registration includes 2023 Eastern 

PA Chapter Membership)
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The Eastern Pennsylvania & Mid-Atlantic ISEE Chapters will host the 2023 Blasters’ Training on 
Thursday, June 22, 2023 at the Blair 
County Convention Center, located 
at One Convention Center Drive, 
Altoona, PA.

Registration begins at 7:00am and 
the training will run from 8:00am – 
5:00pm. If you register by June 7th, the 
cost is $150 for Eastern PA Chapter 
ISEE members or $185 for non-
members (registration includes 2023 
Eastern PA Chapter Membership). 
Registration starting on June 8th will 
cost $190 for Eastern PA Chapter ISEE 
members or $225 for non-members 
(registration includes 2023 Eastern 
PA Chapter Membership). Lunch and 
breaks are included in your registration fee.

2023 Blasters’ Training Set for June 2023

Thank You to Our Sponsors! 
 

Maurer & Scott * Mincon, Inc. * ORICA USA  
Vibra-Tech Engineers, Inc * Wampum Hardware Co.

Training Sponsorships are still available!  
For $250, your company will be  

acknowledged during our welcome and  
closing messages and your logo or company  

name will be on display at registration.

Continued on page 7
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                                                                       Mass Rock Services, Inc. 
                                                                 Drilling & Blasting Specialists 
  

www.saundersblasting.com 
 
  

Come to Work for One of the Most Reputable Drilling & Blasting Companies in New England 
 
Experienced Blasters: 
 

• $90k - $100k or more depending upon qualifications 
• 401K, Vacation, Health Insurance, Life Insurance 

 
Applicant should be able to lead and manage drilling & blasting 

operations to meet the customers’ needs. 
 

We are a relatively small Drilling & Blasting firm with a 30-year 
impeccable reputation for  

Integrity, Excellence, Performance & Safety. 
 

If you are a self-motivated individual with a good work ethic and 
would like to join our team and be involved in the entire process, 

please contact us. 
 
Experienced Drillers       68 Main St.      Helpers 
$28.00-$32.00 hour            Lancaster, MA 01523    $20.00-$24.00 hour 
Plus Benefits     O: 978-365-7611    Plus Benefits 
      C: 978-265-4434   David Saunders 

                 dsaunders@saundersblasting.com 
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Blasters’ Training Continued
This training has been approved by the Pennsylvania DEP to satisfy the 8-hour continuing education 
credits required for license renewal. Certificates will be emailed to attendees following the training.

Our speakers will include: 
*  Joey Accardo from Epiroc will present, “Improving the Drill Blast Cycle Utilizing Technology” 
*  Frank Chiappetta will present, “Causes of Flyrock and Controls” 
*  Jay Elkin from Wampum Hardware Co. will present, “Underground Portal Development” 
*  Kim Gdovichin of Lancer Insurance will present, “In Case of Emergency: Notifications and Procedure” 
*  Tom Hairhoger of Austin Powder will present, “The Importance of Keeping Good Blast Records” 
*  Mike Koehler will present, “BEC Controlling Vibrations at a Railroad Bridge” 
*  Robert McClure of RAM Inc. will present, “Oversized Reduction Through Caprock Management” 
*  Douglas Rudenko, from Vibra-Tech Engineers, Inc. will present, “Scale Distance and Predicting      
    Vibration” 
*  Josh Schoonover from Orica will present, “Driving Continuous Improvement through Blast Design”

To register or sponsor the training, please visit https://www.easternpaisee.com/attendee-registration/.

For Safe Excavation and Complex Projects many 
people believe that by notifying the One Call System 
of intended excavation they have completed all of their 
responsibilities with respect to the locating process. 
This is not the case. Notifying is only the first step, 
and there are several other important considerations.

Online Ticket Management is a web service application developed by Pennsylvania 811 
to provide excavators and designers a way to view their notifications and facility 
owners responses.

- View current tickets or five years worth of tickets
- Access to tickets entered online or through the call center
- Search for a specific ticket with an assigned serial number or a series of notifications within a specific 
ddate range
- See real time responses from facility owners who were notified on a 
current ticket or search the system for stored responses (maximum of 5 years)
 

 
Discounted Hotel Rate

Discounted room rates are available at the Courtyard by Marriott located at 2 Convention Center Drive, 
Altoona, PA 16602. Please call 888-236-2427 and reference the Eastern PA ISEE room block to secure your 

room at the discounted rate of $129 per night plus 11% state and local occupancy tax.



You can’t manage
what you don’t measure.

GeoSonics/Vibra-Tech provides expert monitoring and consulting services to help 
mitigate risk.   Our Re:mote Monitoring Technology continuously collects and posts to 
a customized website, while keeping personnel notifi ed through email and text alerts, 
so your data is always at your fi ngertips.

geosonicsvibratech.com

VIBRATION     GEOTECHNICAL     NOISE     DUST     ENVIRONMENTAL



 

Northeast Service Center - Harrisburg, pa 
717-287-4910 

Innovating Locally, Leading Globally 

Jim Crawford  
 Northeast US Account Manager 

717-975-7195 

Here to Support All of your drilling needs 

Now offering 
direct service to 

the Northeast US 
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US Department of Labor Announces $10.5M 
Funding Availability to Support Mine

Safety, Health Training, Education
MSHA News Release: [April 14, 2023]

WASHINGTON - The U.S. Department of Labor today announced that its Mine Safety and Health 
Administration is making $10.5 million grant funding available to help provide mine safety training for the 
nation’s miners.

MSHA will award these grants as part of its fiscal year 2023 State Grants program to fund the delivery of 
federally mandated training and re-training for miners working at surface and underground coal and metal and 
nonmetal mines.

Continued on page 10
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Funding Continued
State, tribal, and territorial governments are eligible 
recipients in the agency’s State Grants Program. MSHA 
may fund up to 80 percent of the program costs under 
a state grant, with the recipient required to provide at 
least 20 percent of the total program costs.

MSHA recognizes state training programs are a key 
source of the mine safety and health training and 
education. The agency encourages state programs to 
use grants to make training a priority for small mining 
operations and underserved mines and miners, such as 
miners employed in shell dredging and surface stone, 
sand, and gravel mines. The agency also emphasizes 
training on miners’ statutory rights under the Mine 
Safety and Health Act.

Grant applications must be submitted by June 12, 2023, 
and grants will be awarded on or before Sept. 30, 2023.



TRUSTED TECHNOLOGY. 
UNMATCHED EXPERTISE. 
EXPLOSIVE RESULTS.

Our focus goes beyond the bench with 
solutions to meet your goals and optimize 
your total cost of operations.

Our expertise goes beyond the bench 

with a mindset focused on outcome-based 

fragmentation. Together, we can help you 

maximize your return on investment through 

solutions that reduce your total cost of 

operations while increasing your productivity.

dynonobel.com

Scan to connect with your 
local Account Representative
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Save the Date!

Thursday, August 3, 2023

Coca-Cola Park
1050 Iron Pigs Way

Allentown, PA 18109

PPL Picnic Patio

EXPLOSIVES 

INSURANCE

BY

www.jmmillerinc.com

email:  jmiller@jmmillerinc.com

cell:  724-388-7505

J.M. Miller, Inc.

I n su rance  So lu t i ons

James M. Miller
J.M. Miller, Inc.

www.jmmillerinc.com

301 Airport Road
Indiana, PA 15701

(724) 349-8850 phone
(724) 349-8852 fax
(724) 388-7505 cell

jmiller@jmmillerinc.com
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717-933-5781 • www.mdandb.com • Bethel, PA

AND COUNTING …
of unmatched quality service
of local crews and management
of technology-driven industry innovation
and honest hard work

CELEBRATING 1966-2021

making it happen

Drilling, Blasting and Foundation Services

Save the Date!

The Twentieth Pennsylvania  
Drilling and Blasting Conference 

 

November 16-17, 2023 
The Penn Stater Conference Center Hotel 

State College, Pennsylvania

About the Conference
This conference attracts a varied and impressive list of professionals, such as underground and  

surface drillers and blasters, engineers, safety personnel, construction professionals, suppliers, and  
regulatory personnel. The previous conference brought together 350 practitioners and 50 exhibitors  

to discover new approaches related to the industry. 
 

For more information, please visit the conference website at https://blasting.outreach.psu.edu/. 



4766 Grantswood Rd Suite 100 
Irondale, Alabama 35210 

1205-592-2488 
www.nomis.com 

sales@nomis.com 

RECOGNIZED WORLDWIDE AS A LEADING  
MANUFACTURER OF SEISMOGRAPH EQUIPMENT  

Our equipment allows you to monitor ground vibrations and air over -pressure 
with ease and accuracy. They can be used for most vibration and sound moni-

toring activities. This includes blasting operations, pile driving operations, 
construction equipment activity, environmental activity, ambient levels, and 
any other operation where a permanent record is needed. Our complete line 

of seismographs meets or exceeds ISEE standards  

CONTACT US TODAY FOR YOUR SEISMOGRAPH NEEDS 
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7th Annual 
Clay Shoot & BBQ

Thursday, November 3, 2023

Lehigh Valley Sporting Clays

Save the Date!

SUREfire Starter:
KEY TO A BETTER BLAST

 Call 201.459.6384
for more information

• High reliability & durability

•  High energy electrical initiation pulse

• Low consumables, no primers – 
 thousands of shots on one small, 
 9 volt alkaline battery

•  Charge time to all fire voltage
  0.048 seconds

• Comfortable pocket size; lightweight

• 0.4 Joules @ 2200 volts

BENEFITS OF SUREfire SHOCK TUBE STARTER:

The updated SUREfire Exploder generates a 
discharge right inside the shock tube, initiating
with great reliability.
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Did you know you can access our current 
newsletter from our website? 

 Visit https://www.easternpaisee.com/
newsletters/ to 

access this and our 
past issues of Lead 

Lines.

Ed Ciocco
Account Manager 

eciocco@iexpsco.com
484.614.9313

Mark Proctor
Account Manager 

mproctor@iexpsco.com
315.430.4683

2700 W. Center Street • Tremont, PA 17981

L E H I G H  V A L L E Y ' S  
P R E M I E R  D R I L L I N G  A N D  B L A S T I N G  C O M P A N Y

American Rock Mechanics, LLC

610-965-2444

www.amroc.us
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2023 NEW MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
OR MEMBER RENEWAL FORM

Name (Please Print)________________________________________________   Date____________________

Company Name____________________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address____________________________________________________________________________

City_________________________________________  State_____________________  Zip________________

Home Phone__________________________________  Work Phone__________________________________ 

Email Address______________________________________________________________________________

List Blaster Licenses Held____________________________  Are you a member of the I.S.E.E.?_____________

Please select your membership type:
   	 Individual - Chapter dues are $35.00 per year.  
	 Deluxe Corporate Membership - Dues are $250.00 for up to 10 members plus a 1/2 page ad in the  
	 quarterly newsletter ($180 value). Please list name, email address and ISEE status for all members.
	 Corporate Membership - Dues are $150.00 for up to 5 members plus a business card ad in the quarterly 		
	 newsletter ($60 value). Please list name, email address and ISEE status for all members.
	 ____________________________________________________________________________________
	 ____________________________________________________________________________________
	 ____________________________________________________________________________________
	 ____________________________________________________________________________________

I agree to comply with the Constitution, By-Laws and Regulations of the Chapter.
					   
____________________________________________
Signature of Applicant

Payment can be made by credit card or check.  Please select your payment option. 

	 Credit Card - Visit the Chapter website to pay online (http://www.easternpaisee.com/membership/) 
                                      or contact Ethan Huff to pay over the phone.   
	 Check - Please make checks payable to Eastern PA Chapter I.S.E.E.
			         Send to: 	 Ethan Huff
					     c/o Vibra-Tech Engineers, Inc.
					     109 East First Street
					     Hazleton, PA 18201 
					     ethanh@vibratechinc.com
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Advertising 2023
Place your Ad!

Name__________________________________________________Date ______________________________ 

 
Company__________________________________________________________________________________

 
Address____________________________________________________________________________________

 
Day Phone___________________________________ Fax__________________________________________

 
Ad Size__________________________________________ No. Of Issues_____________________________

 
Check enclosed in the amount of $________________________________

Payment can be made by credit card or check.  Please select your payment option. 

           Credit Card - Visit the Chapter website to pay online (http://www.easternpaisee.com/advertise-with-us/) 
                                      or contact Ethan Huff to pay over the phone.   
	 Check - Please make checks payable to Eastern PA Chapter I.S.E.E.
			   Send to: 	 Ethan Huff, c/o Vibra-Tech Engineers, Inc.
					     109 East First Street 
					     Hazleton, PA 18201
					     ethanh@vibratechinc.com	 			 

Full Page (1 Issue)		     $100.00
1/2 Page (1 Issue) 		       $60.00 
1/4 Page (1 Issue)                   $35.00 
Business Card (1 Issue)        $20.00

Full Page (4 Issues)	       $300.00 
1/2 Page (4 Issues)		       $180.00
1/4 Page (4 Issues)                 $110.00
Business Card (4 Issues)        $60.00


