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Goodbye high fuel costs 
   The new Ranger is here 
Consuming approximately 27% less fuel per drilled foot* compared to the already  
low previous rate, the Sandvik Ranger DX800 top hammer drill rig represents the cream  
of the crop in today’s energy-ef�cient surface drilling. Cutting fuel consumption by over  
a barrel per day, the new Ranger also brings back the bold spirit and prestigious heritage  
of its renowned predecessors – allowing drilling in conditions where others fear to tread. 

*At average work time distribution, depending on rock conditions.

Works where other drills fear to tread. Fuel-ef�ciently.

Sandvik Construction
1100 S. Pottsville Pike,
Shoemakersville, PA 19555

717-629-5856
joseph.accardo@sandvik.com
www.construction.sandvik.com
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Save the Date
The Potomac Chapter will host the  

26th Bi-Annual Blaster’s Educational Seminar  
November 13 & 14, 2014 

Hollywood Casino in Charlestown, WV

This two-day Educational Seminar will provide 16 credit hours toward  
Blasters Certification for MD, VA, PA & WV.

Visit www.potomacisee.org to learn more.
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All Star Crowd Attends August Chapter Meeting

Check 
out more 

photos 
from the 
Annual 
Baseball 

Game 
Meeting 
on page 
12 & 13! 
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· Custom Sizes
· 48 Hour Turnaround
· No Minimum

Gunfi re and explosions at LaFarge stone quarry
By Brian Ethridge | Published on October 1, 2014 in Aggregates Manager

Residents of Lockport, New York, have 
been warned that they are likely to hear 
gunfi re and explosions at a local LaFarge 
rock quarry. Don’t worry, though. Th e 
Niagara County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce says there is 
absolutely nothing to be alarmed about.

“Th ere is a strong possibility of military 
vehicles, simulated gunfi re and small 
explosions during this time,” the sheriff ’s 
offi  ce advised. “All special eff ects will 
be conducted by using props by trained 
professionals and, therefore, there will be no 
danger to anyone in the surrounding area.”

Th e quarry will be the set for several scenes in 
an upcoming military-themed movie. Although 
details about the movies or it’s actors/actresses 
are not being released, the movie shoot will 
only take a few hours. Any gunfi re or explosions 
heard by the public will just be special 
eff ects conducted with props and by trained 
professionals.

Courtesy http://www.aggman.com
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Save the Date!
The Seventeenth Pennsylvania  

Drilling and Blasting Conference 
 

November 12 and 13, 2015 
The Penn Stater Conference Center Hotel 

State College, Pennsylvania

Call for abstracts! 
The planning committee is currently accepting presentation proposals for the conference.  

If you have a proposal for a relevant presentation, particularly a case study, please submit a title and  
abstract (Word document or PDF format via e-mail attachment) to Rachel Altemus at  

RLA7@psu.edu by February 20, 2015. The final program will be determined during Spring 2015.   
 

Conference Themes:  
The conference is for underground and surface blasters, engineers, suppliers, and other professionals  

associated with drilling, blasting, and explosives. The conference will cover new products and  
equipment, recent developments in blasting practice, safety, improved fragmentation,  

vibration control, and changes in regulations.  
 

For more information, please visit the conference website at http://www.outreach.psu.edu/blasting/. 
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Letter from Th e Chief

In 2014 there were three fl yrock incidents reported in Pennsylvania.  Of these, two were 
the result of holes that were loaded and detonated without the blaster knowing the extent 
of the rock surrounding the boreholes.  

In the limestone valleys of the eastern and central portions of the state the limestone can 
be very hard but also very inconsistent.  Th e character of the rock is oft en described as 
“limestone pinnacles” as there may be peaks of limestone in a fi eld of clay.  Th e extent of 
the rock is not apparent on the surface.  Oft en, when a pattern of holes is drilled in this 
type of geology, there will be holes that are almost entirely in rock with adjacent holes 
which are mostly in clay or dirt.
  
Even when the holes are drilled on a tight pattern  (e.g. 3 feet by 3 feet), without 
additional information, there is no way of knowing if the hole drilled in rock is 
surrounded by 3 feet of rock or signifi cantly less, say 6 inches of rock.  Th is presents a big 
problem for the blaster who has no idea how much burden, or spacing there actually is in 
rock.  

One way to manage this problem is to drill additional holes in order to fi nd the edge of 
the rock.  Th e additional holes should be drilled deep enough to locate the rock.  Th is 
allows the blaster to reasonably determine the extent of the rock surrounding a bore hole.  
With this information, an informed decision can be made whether to load the hole, and if 
so, how to load the hole.  Th e additional holes which are drilled to determine the extent of 
the rock must be stemmed so they will not provide a conduit for energy from the blast to 
the surface.

Another way to manage this problem is to not load the holes which are adjacent to the 
dirt holes.  If the holes in rock next to the dirt holes are not loaded it is important to 
remember that all unloaded holes near loaded holes must be stemmed.

Please be safe!

Rick



Note From the Editor

Next year the Eastern PA Chapter will celebrate its 
20th Anniversary!  Please email photos, both past 
and present, to include in our celebration issue to 

Kristin Klemish at kristink@vibratechinc.com.
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Iron Pigs Baseball Game
August 27, 2014
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4200 NE Port Drive
Lee’s Summit, MO 64064

Stemlock Gas Bags®

 

Steve Thornbury
Eastern Regional Manager www.stemlock.com

smarthorn@wowway.com

toll-free: 800.795.0714
mobile: 816.820.3059 • fax: 816.795.7718

EXPLOSIVES 

INSURANCE

BY

www.jmmillerinc.com

email:  jmiller@jmmillerinc.com

cell:  724-388-7505

J.M. Miller, Inc.

I n su rance  So lu t i ons

James M. Miller
J.M. Miller, Inc.

www.jmmillerinc.com

301 Airport Road
Indiana, PA 15701

(724) 349-8850 phone
(724) 349-8852 fax
(724) 388-7505 cell

jmiller@jmmillerinc.com

Pennsylvania Drilling and Blasting Committee Meets

Members of the 
Pennsylvania 
Drilling and 
Blasting 
Committee 
held their fi rst 
planning meeting 
to discuss the the 
November 2015 
conference.
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2014 NEW MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
OR MEMBER RENEWAL FORM

If you have not yet renewed, please do so soon!!!
Your support is appreciated!

Name (Please Print)________________________________________________   Date____________________

Company Name____________________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address____________________________________________________________________________

City_________________________________________  State_____________________  Zip________________

Home Phone_____________________  Work Phone____________________  Fax No. ____________________

Email Address______________________________________________________________________________

List Blaster Licenses Held____________________________  Are  you a member of the I.S.E.E.?_____________

I hereby apply for_____________Membership / _____________ Renewal of Membership in the Chapter

A check payable to Eastern PA Chapter I.S.E.E. to cover my dues is enclosed.  Chapter dues are $30.00 per year. 

If accepted for membership, I agree to comply with the Constitution, By-Laws and Regulations of the Chapter.

					     Make checks payable to: 	 Eastern PA Chapter I.S.E.E. 				  
						                     send to: 	 Nate Schultz
									         American Rock Mechanics Inc.
									         7531 Chestnut St. 
									         Zionsville, PA 18092
_________________________________________
Signature of Applicant

IF YOU WISH TO RECEIVE NOTIFICATION OF THE CHAPTER NEWSLETTER  
VIA EMAIL PLEASE CHECK THIS BOX.

(YOU WILL NOT RECEIVE A NEWSLETTER IN THE REGULAR USPS MAIL.) 
Make sure you include your email address in the space provided above.
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Advertising 2014
Place your Ad!

Name_____________________________________________________________________________________

 
Company__________________________________________________________________________________

 
Address____________________________________________________________________________________

 
Day Phone___________________________________ Fax__________________________________________

 
Ad Size__________________________________________ No. Of Issues_____________________________

 
Check enclosed in the amount of $________________________________

Date: ______________________
 

Make checks payable to: 	 Eastern PA Chapter I.S.E.E.
send to: 			   Nate Schultz
				    American Rock Mechanics Inc.
				    7531 Chestnut St.
				    Zionsville, PA 18092

Full Page (1 Issue)		      $100.00
1/2 Page (1 Issue) 		        $60.00 
1/4 Page (1 Issue)                   $35.00 
Business Card (1 Issue)        $20.00

Full Page (4 Issues)		       $300.00 
1/2 Page (4 Issues)		        $180.00
1/4 Page (4 Issues)                 $110.00
Business Card (4 Issues)        $60.00


